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About this resource

Stable public web companion to the downloadable VLR PDF
This resource introduces traditional knowledge associated with selected plant-based materials used in
Tibetan incense in China. It explains, in introductory form, how plant materials, preparation experience,
handling judgement, environmental conditions and transmission practices interact within Tibetan incense
knowledge systems.

It is designed as a public educational and awareness-raising resource for civil society organizations,
researchers, cultural practitioners, educators, students and the general public. It presents Tibetan incense
first as a material knowledge route connected with plant-based resources, rather than as a lifestyle product
or purely commercial commodity.

This PDF serves as the downloadable companion to the stable public web route prepared by WICHF. It is
intended to remain readable, restrained and understandable to non-specialist users.

Resource facts

Audience
Civil society organizations, researchers, cultural
practitioners, educators, students and the public

Companion file
WICHF Tibetan Incense VLR Resource (English
PDF)

Resource route
Stable web companion to the downloadable VLR
PDF

Tone requirement
Formal, introductory, restrained and
non-commercial

Why this resource matters
Tibetan incense is often introduced through craft display, tourism language or product narration. Yet
selected Tibetan incense practices also depend on accumulated knowledge about plant materials, seasonal
conditions, preparation methods, aromatic balance, handling judgement and inherited experience.

This makes Tibetan incense relevant to wider discussions about traditional knowledge, plant-based
materials, cultural transmission and biocultural heritage. WICHF presents this resource to make these
relationships more visible, more understandable and more accessible to non-specialist readers.

Core framing

What readers learn on this resource route
What is meant by plant-based materials in Tibetan incense?

This resource focuses on selected plant-based material categories that may be used in Tibetan incense
traditions in China, such as aromatic herbs, woods, leaves, flowers, roots, barks or other plant-derived
ingredients where appropriate. It does not attempt to document all formulations, all local traditions or all
possible material combinations.

Why this resource should not read like a product catalogue

The resource presents Tibetan incense as a knowledge route involving material recognition, preparation
experience, sensory judgement, transmission and public educational value. It should not be read as a brand
page, recipe page or e-commerce description.
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Plant-based materials / material practices

Plant-based materials and material practices
Knowledge associated with Tibetan incense includes practical understanding of material selection, cleaning,
drying, grinding, blending, storage, climatic sensitivity, aroma balance and preparation rhythms. It also
includes understanding of when certain materials are used, how they are handled with care and how
experience is transmitted between practitioners, workshops, families or other knowledge holders.

These forms of knowledge connect natural source materials, embodied skill, technical judgement, local
ecological familiarity and intergenerational transmission.

Traditional knowledge and transmission

Working knowledge — preparation and handling
In introductory terms, Tibetan incense practices may involve identification of plant materials, drying and
sorting, grinding or powder preparation, blending in careful proportions, and adjustment based on climate,
humidity, aroma intensity and use context.

The goal of this document is not to provide a replicable formula or a complete production manual. Its
purpose is to show that Tibetan incense involves a chain of traditional material knowledge situated at the
interface between biological source materials and cultural practice.

Selected examples of preparation logic, workshop judgement or public-facing cultural interpretation may be
discussed, but this resource avoids revealing sensitive know-how, exhaustive recipe details or any material
that would misrepresent community-held knowledge as open-source formula.

Biocultural heritage significance

Biocultural heritage
Tibetan incense can be understood as part of biocultural heritage when material knowledge, ecological
familiarity, sensory practice, workshop tradition, public meaning and cultural transmission are considered
together.

The educational purpose of this resource is therefore twofold: first, to introduce Tibetan incense as a
plant-based material practice; second, to highlight why documentation of traditional knowledge should be
approached with respect, clarity and awareness of community participation and benefit-sharing principles.

Audience and educational use

Audience and educational use
Intended readers

• Civil society organizations

• Researchers and educators

• Cultural practitioners and heritage workers

• Students and introductory learners

• General public readers seeking non-commercial explanatory material

Plain-language presentation
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The document is written for non-specialist readers. It avoids medicinal claims, mystical language, overly
technical workshop vocabulary and commercial promotional tone.

Responsible use / important note / compliance boundary

Responsible use and important note

This public resource is provided for educational and non-commercial use. It is not a legal opinion and it
should not be understood as a claim of ownership over traditional knowledge held by communities or
practitioners.

Any future use beyond educational and non-commercial purposes should respect applicable laws,
community participation and fair and equitable benefit-sharing.

Unless otherwise stated in writing, this document should not be interpreted as an official publication,
endorsement, authorization or legal opinion of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Nagoya
Protocol or the Access and Benefit-Sharing Clearing-House (ABSCH).

Suggested use of this PDF

• Use this resource as an introductory reference and public learning aid.

• Do not treat it as a complete production manual, open-source formula list or market catalogue.

• Where community-held knowledge, permissions or local sensitivities are relevant, additional verification
and respectful consultation remain necessary.

Download and contact

Lead entity and collaboration note
World Intangible Cultural Heritage Federation (WICHF) is the lead entity of this resource. WICHF works on
cultural heritage communication, knowledge organization and international-facing public-interest projects
related to intangible cultural heritage and broader heritage-linked development themes.

For institutional dialogue, educational collaboration or resource-related communication, visitors should be
directed to WICHF’s official website contact channel. No personal names, partnership claims or committee
references should be inferred unless separately confirmed in writing.

Official website: https://wichf.org/
About WICHF: https://wichf.org/en/about.html
This route serves as the stable public web companion to the Tibetan incense VLR PDF resource.
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